EMERGENCY NEWS DIGEST 


‘The Commercial Motor’ regrets that publication has had to be 
suspended because of the printing dispute. To reduce inconvenience 
to readers, a summary of the week’s news is being circulated, free 
of charge, to subscribers while the emergency continues. 
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PRESENT TYRES SUITABLE FOR MOTORWAYS: A statement 

Tyre Manufacturers' Conference assures operators t } 

goods vehicles will be adequate for service on the Tyres with extra 
heavy treads, as often fitted to public service vehicles, would, however, be un- 
desirable for continuous high-speed use. Tyres offered by manufacturers for coaches 
} for motorway eervice will be similar to conventional equipment, and the rcods 

} vehicle load and inflation table will apply. 

It is pointed out that heat is an important factor to be taken into account 
when using tyres at high speed. It may increase the deleterious effect of high 
running speed in the ratio of the square or even the cube of the speed. Heat build- 
up will increase as the result of overloading or under-inflation, with higher speed 
and according to the thickness of the tyre. For high-speed work, la rge-section tyres, 
operating within their load capacity and correctly inflated, are to be preferred to 
the equivalent smaller tyres of higher ply ratings. 

"Nobody need be concerned at an occasional short run at speed for, say, 20 miles,” 
| the T.M.C. observe. "It is long runs at sustained high speed which can cause serious 
_ heat build-up. This either reduces the strength of the carcass or destroys the 
adhesion between it and the surrounding rubber. Damage may not be apparent immediately, 
but may lead to the tyre blowing out later, even when it is either stationary or 
moving at slow speed. It cannot be over-emphasized that tyres in poor condition or 
badly worn are unsuitable for high-speed work." 

. + + + 
BIG LOSS FOR GUY: A substantial loss was incurred by the Guy Motors group in the 
year to last Friday, says Mr. A.L. Blower, chairman. Unavoidable difficulties in 
obtaining components delayed the production of new models and affected the trading 
results. A small profit was made in the last two months of the financial year, and 
orders and production were now satisfactory. 


STILL MORE C-LICENSEES: The number of c-TicenSees increased by 2.3% in the 12 

months to June. The total fleet of C-licence vehicles rose by about 3%. There are 
now 553,715 C-licensees with 1,116,354 vehicles, The numbers of vehicles by unladen- 
weight classes are as follows: Up to 1# tons, 694,945; 14-2 tons, 91,099; 2-24 tons, 
106,712; 24-3 tons, 126,575; 3-4 tons, 56,059; 4-5 tons, 19,800; 5-6 tons, 9,058; 
over 6 tons, 12,106. 











+ + . ~ 

TRANSITION PLAN APPROVED: An application was granted by the East Midland Traffic 
Commissioners last week, for a joint bus service between Cleethorpes and Immingham 
docks and Cleethorpes and Stallinborough. It will be operated by Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes Joint Transport Committee and the Lincolnshire Road Car Co., Ltd., in | 
co-operation with British Railways for a two-year transitional period preceding the 
closure of the Grimsby-Immingham tramway. 

Opposing the plan, Grimsby and District Trades Council said it would put 
additional heavy traffic on an already unsafe road, ad proposed postponement until 
the new Grimsby-Immingham road was completed. The Transport Users' Consultative 
Committee had recommended the retention of the tramways during the peak periods for 
not less than two years, with fares raised to the bus level. Mr. G. Sutcliffe, town . 
clerk of Grimsby, said that agreement had been reached with the Lincolnshire Road Car 
Co. and British Railways, and protective objections would be withdrawn. Trams would 
now run only at morning, noon and evening peaks, and not on Sundays. At these times 
buses would be limited to one duplicate only. The scheme would start on September 28. 

+ + - + 
NATIONAL ROAD PROGRAMME: Before the House of Commons rose last week for the summer 
recess, Mr. Harold Watkinson, Minister of Transport, stated that the principal features 
of the national road plan were the creation of a network of trunk roads, the relief of 
major urban bottlenecks and the completion of as many lesser schezc> <li over the 
country as funds would allow. Large schemes in urban areas totalling about £80m. 


were at various stages of development. Connections between the improved trunk road 
network and the cities they served were not being ignored. 











Page 2 August 7, 19% 





Replying to an adjournment debate, Mr. G.R.H. Nugent, Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Ministry, said a complete survey was to be made of the area between Workington and 
Whitehaven to decide the best way of improving communications between the two tows. 
Mr. Frederick Peart (Lab., Workington) had pleaded for better roads in Cumberland and 
an improved transport system. He deplored the proposal to close the Workington-Penrith 
railway. 

+ - + + 
PREFERENCE FOR CONTRACT HOLDERS: Although he believed that an established express 
and stage-carriage operator who bore the burden of unremunerative services should be 
given preference over a newcomer, Mr. F. Williamson, chairman of the North Western 
Traffic Commissioners, said last week that this view was not upheld by the Minister of 
Transport. Recent appeal decisions had been clearly towards the holder of a works 
contract and it would be perverse to ignore the Minister's opinion. The Commissioners 
granted an application by Mr. E. Heys, St. Helens, for an express service between 
Sutton Manor and the factory of Armitage and Rigby, Ltd., Warrington. A counter-appli- 
cation by Crosville Motor Services, Ltd., was refused. Asked by Mr. G.H.P. Beames, for 
Crosville, whether it was a waste of time to object to similar applications, Mr. 
Williamson pointed out that the same considerations would not apply where a coach owner 
obtained a contract with the sole intention of getting into the licensed field. 

Mr. J. Booth, for Heys, said that Armitage and Rigby were the only ‘extile manu- 
facturers in Warrington suffering from a shortage of trained operatives. To get workers 
from the Widnes area it had been necessary to provide a works service under contract. 
This had made it impossible to subsidize transport and it had become necessary to apply 
for a licence. 





+ + 7 . 
AYLESBURY MARATHON INTERIM GRANT: Short-period express and feeder licences were last 








week granted by the East Midland Traffic Commissioners to Buckmaster Garages, Ltd., 
Leighton Buzzard, United Counties Omnibus Co., Ltd., Northampton, Keith Garages, Ltd., 
Aylesbury, and Seamarks Bros., Ltd., luton. The grants were made, subject to backings 
being obtained, for services to south and east-coast resorts, and were intended to avoid 
inconvenience through prolonged litigation. The hearing has already covered eight days 
and will not be completed until September. 

+ + + . 
DOES TOWN CLAUSE AFFECT SPORT? Three operators last week claimed that a condition of 
excursion and tour licences in the North Western Area restricting journeys to 
industrial towns to six a year was never intended to apply to sporting events. Melba 
Motors, Ltd., Reddish, Claribel Motors (Ardwick), Ltd., and A. Mayne and Son, Ltd., 
Clayton, applied to exempt football matches from the clause. Mr. W. Blackhurst, for 
Melba Motors, said that before and since the company were taken over by the North 
Western Road Car Co., Ltd., they had operated every Saturday in the season to Manchester 
football grounds. He claimed that the clause was designed to prevent sporadic shopping 
excursions to town from country districts. 

Objecting for Manchester Corporation, Mr. J. Shallis said that at the previous 
hearing in May, when decision on the Mayne application was reserved, the Commissioners 
had expressed surprise that sporting events weremt regarded as being within the 
restriction. The corporation's Saturday afternoon football services subsidized many 
unremunerative routes and should be protected. Decision was reserved. 

+ + + * 
C-LICENSEES ATTACKED AGAIN: "Any Government that tackles the problem of the mainten- 
ance of a railway system wil] have to deal with C licences," said Mr. G. Lindgren (Lab., 
Wellingborough) in a debate in the House of Commons last week on the British Transport 
Commission's annual report. "The C licence is maintained at the expense of the Treasury, 
he added. Manufacturers who wished to run their own transport for prestige purposes 
should pay heavily for the privilege. The use of C-licence vehicles over long distances 
should be restricted, either according to the type of traffic or by a much higher licence 
fee. Mr. Thomas Steele (Lab., Dumbarton West), another opponent of C-licence transport, 
was disturbed by the growth of C-licence fleets in nationaliged industries. Mr. G.R.H. 
Nugent, Parliamentary Secretary to the Ministry of Transport, pointed out that the 
sample survey made in April, 1958, of goods transport by road had completely refuted 
the claim that C-licence operation was inefficient. Dealing with the Commission's 
report on the re-appraisal of the railway modernization scheme, he said the Government 
would give careful consideration to proposals to re-orgmize the 3B.T.C.'s financial 
structure. 

Mr. Emest Davies (Lab., Enfield Fast), who opened the debate for the Opposition, 
described the Government's plan for financing the Commission's deficit as crazy and 
crippling. He attacked hauliers and their conduct, and claimed that the Minister of 
Transport was not adequately enforcing the law. Mr. Leslie M. Thomas (Cons., terbury ) 
wished to see British Road Services operated as a separate concern. Mr. John Peyton 


(Cons., Yeovil) declared that even if road haulage had not been denationalized, B.R.S. 
profits would have made no apnreciable difference to the Commission's finances. In 
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S. this view he was suprorted by Mr. Geoffrey Wilson ‘Cons., Truro), who wished to be 


and certain that low railway rates were genuinely competitive and werenot subsidized by 
nrith the taxpayer. 
Mr. Harold “atkinson, Minister of Transport, denied that road transport law was 
not being adequately enforced, and said that by the end of the year the Ministry's 





























3 enforcement staff would be increased by half. He assured the House that the 

Le Governnent backed the railway modernization programme, and said they hoped to go 
further with railway decentralization. 

> of + + > + 
REVOCATION ALTERED TU SUSPENSION: Following the Transport Tribunal's decisicns 

1ers in the Hudson and Metcalfe appeals against revocation imposed by the Northern 
Licensing Authority, Mr. J.A.T. Hanlon, the Authority, has revised his decision to 

ypli- remove a vehicle from the A licence of G.C. and A. Rebson, Slaley, near Hexhan. 

for At Newcestle, last weck, Mr. J.R. Croft, for Robson, submitted that the Licensing 
Authority should delay the removal of the vehicle pending appeal, or reconsider 

wner his decision and only suspend the vehicle for a limited period. Mr. Hanlon said 
that no greater blame could be placed on Robson than on Metcalfe or Hudson. He had 

ue now had the benefit of the Tribunal's decisions, which had called for a lesser 

rkers renalty. An order would be made for two months' suspension from July 24. 

te + - + + 

pply PROFIT AND LOSS: Atkinson Lorries (Holdings), Ltd., £40,144 net profit after £29,645 
tax. Year's dividend 10% +++ Sheepbridge Mngineering, Ltd., £396,980 net balance 
after £390,406 tax. Year's dividends 16% +++ Motor Rail, Ltd., £24,360 group 

ast profit before tax. Year's dividend 5% +++ Oldham Transport Department, £619 loss 
after interest, debt and other charges. Total revenue, £883,623; total working 

expenses, £829,732. 

ngs + + + + 

avoid MEN IN THE NEWS: Mr. W.MacGregor has been appointed Newcastle manager by Thomson 

day s and Brown Brothers, Ltd. Mr. R.A. Sewell will become manager of the company's 





Glasgow branch. Mr. T.D. Dawson takes over as manager at Preston and Mr. H.L. Hodgson 
becomes assistant manager at Belfast +++ Mr. L.U. Garroch has been appointed manager 

of of the Glasgow branch of Advance Motor Supplies, Ltd. +++ Mr. M.E. Southway is the 
new south-west England and South Wales technical representative of Sheepbridge Stokes, 

ba Ltd. +++ Mr. A.D. Wengel has been appointed managing director of Firestone Tyre and 
Rubber Co., Ltd., Imgland, and relinquished his position as managing director of the 

r Indian Firestone company +++ Mr. A. Chamberlain has been appointed a director of J. 
Brockhovse and Co., Ltd. ++ Mr. E.S. Jones has been appointed secretary of Alexander 

ester Duckham and Co., Ltd. +++ Mr. A.T. Evans, general manager of United Automobile 

ping Services, Ltd., has retired after 50 years in the transport industry +++ Mr. J.S. 
Wicks, managing directcr of Wicks (Coachbuilders), Ltd., Wisbech, is the new president 
of the National Employers' Association of Vehicle Builders. 





























2rs - + + + 
"CLEARWAYS" ON TRUNK ROADS: The new "clearway" experiment - whereby it becomes an 
r offence tc stop on a clearway road excert in a lay-by - came into operation last 


week-end. The new regulations apply to 14 distinctively marked stretches of the A3, 
Al2, A20 and A23 roads. 





l= + + + + 

abe, MINISTRY SURVEY SUPPORTS R.H.A. FINDINGS: Mr. R. Morton Mitchell, chief executive 
rt officer of the Road Haulage Association, said last week that the Ministry of Trans- 
sury , port's sample survey of goods road transport confirmed conclusions reached by the 

} Association in an inquiry to ascertain the efficiency of the road haulage industry. 
nces The average long-distance vehicle covered by the R.H.A. survey travelled 11 times as 
cence far, carried nine times the weight of goods, averaged twice the length of haul and 
ort, § performed 17 times as much work in terms of ton-mileage as a railway truck, although 
He iE its capacity was nearly 30% less. R.H.A. long-distance vehicles travelled more than 


twice the mileage run by the overall average of British Road Services' vehicles. 
The tonnage of goods hauled per ton of payload capacity of free-enterprise vehicles 
was almost double that of B.R.S. lorries. 
nt + + + + 
"CLEARING HCUSE" USER FOR HAULIERS: Mr. J.A.T. Hanlon, Northern Licensing Authority, 
last week granted Rock Supplies (Hexham), Ltd., Hexham, Northumberland, an A licence 
ny in continuation of an expiring snecial A licence for one vehicle and permitted the 
normal user, "goods for clearing houses and return loads". Mr. J.A. Bowman, managing 
director, had admitted that he compiled a list of places normally served by consult- 
ing an atlas and noting the names of every county through which the vehicle passed. 
He said his company had 11 vehicles under A licences and two under special A 
licences. The vehicle in question did long-distance work exclusively for clearing 
houses throughout the country. Cross-examined by Mr. A.W. Balne, for British Railways, 
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who objected, he agreed that three vehicles were carrying for clearing houses, although’ 
their normal user was limited to goods within Northumberland, Cumberland and Durham. 

Mr. Hanlon said the applicant's list of places normally served had been checked 
with a gazetteer, and every county in Imgland, Scotland and Wales seemed to be 
mentioned. The application was, therefore, published as "England, Scotland and Wales", 
Mr. Sidney Marsh, a director of Trans Motors, Ltd., a Newcastle clearing house, who 
supported the application, said they were finding it increasingly difficult to secure 
contractors upon whom they could rely absolutely. Mr. Balne submitted that Mr. Hanlon 
should call for a certified analysis of traffic carried. Replying, Mr. T.H. Campbell 
Wardlaw, for the applicants, said they were prepared to amend the normal user to "goods 
for clearing houses", Granting the application as amended, Mr. Hanlon said the 
applicants must give details. of their past operations with the three vehicles the 
normal user of which had been changed, and information on how long the practice had 
been followed. 

+ - 7 * 
MICROCGRAMS: Prof. D.T. Jack, of Durham University, will be chairman of the committee 
on rural bus services. Members are now being appointed +++ Up to the end of June, 
about lm. vehicles used Preston by-pass and there were six accidents involving personal 
injury, compared with 51 accidents on the parallel A6 road +++ An experimental Route- 
master double-deck Green Line coach has been transferred to the Windsor-Harlow New 
Town route for further service trials ++ Following a public inquiry the Northern 
General Transport Co., Ltd., have been told by the Ministry of Transport to use the 
new bus station at Chopwell +++ Edinburgh Transport Department propose to raise certain 
fares to increase revenue by at least £30,000 a year. 
~ + + + 

LATE APPLICANTS WARNED: Licence holders should make renewal applications at least r 
two months before a licence expired and must not rely on reminders from the Licensing 
Avthority's office, otherwise they might find their vehicles were off the road.for 
two months. Mr. J.A.T. Hanlon, Northern Licensing Authority, gave this warning last 
week to five hauliers. 








+ + + - 
GIANT BUSES FOR B.0O.A.C.: Three 84-seat articulated single-‘eck buses with Harrington ~ 
bodies are being built for use by B.0.A.C. at Karachi, Calcutta and Bangkok airports. 
They will carry passengers and their baggage to terminals during refuelling stops. 
Similar vehicles may be introduced at London Airport in 1961. 

+ 7 + - 
MORE AP?ROACH ROAD WORK: Two lengths of road between London and the London-Birmingham 
motorway, totalling nearly three miles, will be modernized at a cost of £480,000. 
One will link the London Colney by-pass and the St. Albans by-pass and the other will 
extend from the south-eastern end of the London Colney by-pass to the projected South 
Mimms by-pass. 








+ + + + 
NEW B.R.S. DEPOT: A new depot, comprising transit shed, service bay and office 
block, which will house 20 vehicles, has been opened by British Road Services in 
Mariners Street, Goole. The depot replaces the one at Old Bridge Street. 

+ + + + 
"NO SMOKING" APPEAL: The Northern General Transport Co., Ltd., and Sunderland and 
District Omnibus Co., Ltd., have appealed against the Northern Licensing Athority's 
prohibition on smoking in the lower decks of their buses. 

cs + - + 
OBITUARY: We regret to announce the death of Mr. E.J. Lawson Clark, Northern Ireland 
manager of the Dunlop Rubber Co., Ltd., since 1952. He was 58. 

+ ~ 7 ~ 
MANUAL FCR DRIVERS: The Road Haulage Association have produced a pocket-sized manual 
for drivers, covering the law, hints on driving and the care of vehicles, care of the 
load, procedure when accidents occur and first-aid. It includes also a road mileage 
chart. Members of the Association can obtain copies at 2s. 6d. each. 

+ + + + 
NEW FACTORI3S ACT: A new Factories Act, amending the legislation of 1937 and 1348, 
received the Royal Assent last week. The Minister of Labour proposes to bring about 
half of its provisions into operation on December 1. One of its objects is to 
improve fire-prevention measures in factories. 

+ . + + 
WARMER CABS: Before the winter of 1960, all Manchester Corporation's 600 service 
buses are to be fitted with cab heaters. Substantial trials have already been 
carried out and 50 more heaters are to be purchased. 
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